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Note: The video performance is the work of one student, while the written work

is that of a different student.

Teacher’s Notes

Understanding of Concepts

– The student demonstrates considerable understanding of the basic ele-

ments of music (tempo, dynamics, tone colour). He ties together all three

elements in his description of the mood to be created in his performance

([P] Appendix B: “When you bang the metals together loud it makes an 

angry mood. And the speed makes it sound like people are getting ready 

for war.”).

Critical Analysis and Appreciation

– The student analyses his own performance and the performance of others

with considerable effectiveness. He suggests a change in tone colour in

order to achieve a different mood in his accompaniment ([P] Appendix C: “I

would change the tone colour to be skins so it would make it sound more

like a sad mood.”).

– The student explains the effects of different musical choices with consider-

able effectiveness. He connects the choice of tone colour with particular

moods, which vary depending on the different dynamics used ([P] Appendix B:

“When you bang the metals together loud it makes an angry mood.”; Appen-

dix C: “The symbols and how soft they’re banging them together sounds like

someones sad.”).

Performance and Creative Work

– The student applies the basic elements of music with considerable effective-

ness. She performs the ostinato with a steady beat throughout the accom-

paniment. The dynamics and tempo are constant. (Note: Since the student

performing the ostinato is not the student whose work is given in the 

written sample, the ostinato performed on the video is provided here: 

“                                   ”).
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– The student reads and performs a rhythm pattern with considerable 

accuracy. Most of the rhythmic values are correct, and she shows the

longer value of the half note as compared with the quarter note with a 

rest ([V] “                             ”).

Communication

– The student uses musical terminology with considerable accuracy. In most

of his writing, he uses appropriate vocabulary to describe the musical ele-

ments (e.g., [P] Appendix B: Our dynamics will be “very loud”; Appendix C: 

“I would change the tone colour to be skins”). However, he sometimes con-

fuses tempo and dynamics ([P] Appendices A and D). 

– The student writes a reflection with considerable clarity. He offers a clear

explanation for the success of the performance ([P] Appendix C: “The flow 

of our performance was successful because my partner and I used the

tempo, dynamics and tone colour we chose.”).

Comments
In the performance sample, the student demonstrates considerable under-

standing of how to use rhythm to create an accompaniment. She remains

focused and steady throughout her performance. She cues the start by saying,

“1, 2, ready, go,” in 4/4 time, and vocalizes the rhythm syllables to stay on track

as she performs.

In the written sample, the student demonstrates considerable understanding

of how the musical elements work together to create a mood. He uses descrip-

tive language to communicate his ideas.

Next Steps
In order to improve her practical performance, the student on the video needs

to:

• internalize the rhythm syllables; 

• mentally rehearse a new rhythm pattern before performing it.

In order to improve his performance in written work, the other student needs

to:

• use correct musical terminology consistently;

• check his written work carefully to eliminate errors in grammar.




