
	Rich Task: 
	Read All About It!

	Course:
	English, Grade 12, College Preparation, ENG4C

	Evaluation:
	Part of 70%
	Part of 30%
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 Both

	Context:
	· The Internet, large national publications, and the prevalence of other multimedia sources have made the news marketplace more competitive than ever, and local, smaller news publications rely heavily on subscriber loyalty and diversification to survive. In order to attract as many readers as possible, newspapers have adopted a “something for everyone” approach that includes everything from community calendars to global news headlines to interactive websites.

· You will use the knowledge and skills that you acquired in your Grade 12 College Preparation English course (ENG4C) and your Cooperative Education placement component to research many aspects of news publications including how newspapers attract different readers. You will produce a report for your employer that recommends modifications and/or additions to the newspaper that would attract more young adult subscribers.


	Related Course Expectations
	
	

	Strand: Literature Studies and Reading

LIV.01 ( read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of challenging informational texts and literary works from various time periods, countries, and cultures, with an emphasis on assessing information, ideas, and issues;

LI1.01 - analyse and assess ideas, issues, and explicit and implicit information in texts;

LI1.02 - select and use specific and significant evidence from texts to support judgements and arguments;

LI1.04 - compare ideas, values, and perspectives in texts;

LIV.02 ( demonstrate an understanding of a range of informational and literary forms, with an emphasis on research articles and plays;

LI2.03 - analyse how elements of non-fiction forms influence meaning;

LIV.03 ( analyse elements of style in a variety of texts, focusing on how the elements contribute to clear and effective communication;

LI3.01 - analyse how language is used in expository writing to communicate information, ideas, and arguments;

LI3.04 - explain how authors and editors use design elements to organize content and communicate ideas.

Strand: Writing

WRV.01 ( use a range of print and electronic primary and secondary sources to gather and analyse information and ideas and to develop topics for writing;

WR1.01 - investigate potential topics for written work, including an independent study project, by posing inquiry questions, identifying information needs and purposes for writing, and developing research plans to acquire information and ideas;
	
	WR1.02 - organize and analyse the information, ideas, and sources to suit specific forms and purposes for writing;

WR1.04 - assess information and ideas from research to determine whether they are sufficient, reliable, credible, and suitable to the form and the purpose for writing.

WRV.02 ( select and use informational and literary forms suited to various purposes, audiences, and situations, with a focus on research reports, summaries, and short analytical essays;

WR2.01 - select and use appropriate forms to produce written work for specific audiences and purposes, with an emphasis on research reports, summaries, short analytical essays, and scripts;

WR2.02 - select and use a level of language and a voice appropriate to the specific purpose and intended audience of business and technical communications and expressive writing.

WRV.03 ( use a range of organizational structures and patterns to produce unified and effective written work;

WR3.01 - use report structure, essay structure, and organizational patterns such as induction, deduction, and process-analysis to present information and ideas in reports and essays;

WRV.04 ( revise their written work, independently and collaboratively, with a focus on accuracy of information, coherent organization, clear expression, and effective style;

WR4.01 - revise drafts to strengthen content and improve organization by adding relevant details and examples, reordering ideas, and strengthening connections;

WR4.02 - revise drafts to improve precision and clarity of expression;

WR4.03 - revise drafts to ensure an effective style;



	WRV.05 ( edit and proofread to produce final drafts, using correctly the grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation conventions of standard Canadian English, as specified for this course, with the support of print and electronic resources when appropriate;
WR5.02 - produce, format, and publish written work, using appropriate technology to share writing with intended audiences;

WR5.04 - edit and proofread their own and others’ writing, identifying and correcting errors according to the requirements for grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation.

Strand: Language

LGV.01 ( use knowledge of language to read, write, and speak effectively, with a focus on choosing, developing, and sustaining appropriate style;

LG1.03 - identify and use specialized business and technical vocabulary and consolidate their use of a plain-language style in reports and essays;

LG1.04 - express themselves effectively in a variety of spoken and written communications, with a focus on using specialized vocabulary and figurative language and sustaining an appropriate style;

LG1.05 - recognize, describe, and use correctly, in oral and written language, the language structures of standard Canadian English and its conventions of grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation, as prescribed for this course;

LGV.02 ( use listening techniques and oral communication skills to participate in classroom discussions and more formal activities, with a focus on using business and technical language appropriately in interviews and presentations of portfolios and independent study projects;
	
	LG2.04 - plan and deliver oral presentations and conduct interviews, with a focus on researching information and ideas, organizing, rehearsing, and revising;

LG2.05 - use techniques for making effective oral presentations, with a focus on previewing, reviewing, summarizing, using parallel structure, sustaining an appropriate tone, and incorporating props, handouts, charts and other visual aids, and technology.
Strand: Media Studies

MDV.01 ( analyse relationships among media forms, representations, audiences, and industry practices to explain how a variety of media works communicate messages;

MD1.01 - demonstrate critical thinking skills by identifying bias and analysing messages in media works;

MD1.03 - explain the relationship between media works and their audiences;

MDV.02 ( demonstrate an understanding of the interactions among form, purpose, audience, and production options by designing or creating media works, independently and collaboratively, based on ideas, themes, and issues examined in this course;

MD2.01 - design or create media works based on ideas, themes, and issues examined in this course;

MD2.02 - demonstrate an understanding of the relationships among form, purpose, audience, and production options in their creations, assess the effectiveness of the works, and analyse the choices made during the production process.

	Cooperative Education Expectations
	
	

	Health and Safety

H1 - an understanding of workplace health and safety rules

H5 - correct handling of materials and equipment as specified in the Workplace Hazardous Materials Information Systems (WHMIS) training program
	
	Rights and Responsibilities

R2 - placement-specific workplace health and safety considerations

R3 - issues relating to confidentiality and the right to privacy, as outlined in the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act

R4 - work ethics and the responsible use of information technology

	Catholic Graduate Expectations
	
	

	CGE2c - presents information and ideas clearly and honestly and with sensitivity to others;

CGE3c - thinks reflectively and creatively to evaluate situations and solve problems;

CGE4f - applies effective communication, decision-making, problem-solving, time and resource management skills;
	
	CGE5a - works effectively as an interdependent team member;

CGE5g - achieves excellence, originality, and integrity in one’s own work and supports these qualities in the work of others.


Evaluation Strategies and Scoring Tools

	
	Evaluation Strategies
	Scoring Tools
	Expectations
	Achievement Chart

	70%
	Sub-task A: Analysing the Product
	Rubric
	LIV.01, LI1.01, LI1.04, LIV.02, LI2.03, LIV.03, LI3.01, LI3.04, LGV.02, LG2.04, MDV.01, MD1.01, MD1.03
	K/U, T, C, A

	
	Sub-task B: Re-write of General News Article
	Checklist
	LIV.02, LI2.03, LIV.03, LI3.01, LI3.04, WRV.02, WR2.01, WR2.02, LGV.01, LG1.03, LG1.04, LG1.05, MDV.01, MD1.03, MDV.02, MD2.01, MD2.02, 
R2, R3, R4
	K/U, T, C, A

	
	Sub-task C: Report on Media Methods for Attracting Readers
	Rubric
	LIV.01, LI1.02, LIV.02, LI2.03, LIV.03, LI3.01, LI3.04, WRV.01, WR1.02, WR1.04, WRV.02, WR2.01, WR2.02, WRV.03, WR3.01, LGV.01, LG1.03, LG1.04, LG1.05, MDV.01, MD1.03, 
R2, R3, R4
	K/U, T, C, A

	
	Sub-task D: Interviews on Teen Reading Habits
	Checklist
	WRV.01, WR1.01, LGV.02, LG2.04, 
R2, R3, R4
	K/U, T, C, A

	
	Sub-task E: Community Calendar
	Marking Scheme
	LIV.03, LI3.04, WRV.01, WR1.02, WRV.02, WR2.02, LGV.01, LG1.04, LG1.05, MDV.01, MD1.01, MD1.03, MDV.02, MD2.01
	K/U, T, C, A

	30%
	Culminating Task: Two-Page Sample Spread 
	Rubric
	LIV.01, LI1.02, LIV.02, LI2.03, LIV.03, LI3.01, LI3.04, WRV.01, WR1.01, WR1.02, WRV.02, WR2.01, WR2.02, LGV.01, LG1.03, LG1.04, LG1.05, LGV.02, LG2.04, LG2.05, MDV.01, MD1.03, MDV.02, MD2.01, MD2.02, 
H1, H5, R2, R3, R4
	K/U, T, C, A

	
	Oral Presentation of Recommendations
	
	
	


	Teacher Notes

	Note: 
For this two-credit course, all of the sub-tasks build to the student being able to complete the Culminating Task. These sub-tasks are considered when determining 70% of the final grade.

Some of the sub-tasks in this rich task require collaboration with newspaper staff. It may be necessary to discuss these requirements with the placement supervisor in advance in order to ensure support for the student.

Monitor written assignments at various stages and have students submit sufficient rough work to demonstrate their process, ownership, and authenticity.

Review your board’s ethical use of the Internet guidelines with students.

Analysing implicit messages and values in media is not the same as judging them – this may need to be clarified/reiterated as the student embarks on the analysis required for portions of this Rich Task.


	Task: Read All About It!
	
	Student Notes

	The newspaper business is highly competitive and relies heavily on loyal subscribers. In order to attract subscribers, they must appeal to a broad base of readers within a community, with varying perspectives and needs and from different generations.
	
	· You are responsible for providing evidence of authentic work, as well as your revision and editing skills, along with the final copies of your written assignments for this task. Your rough work will be used to assess your revision and editing skills as part of your grade.

· To keep your sub-tasks organized, set up a binder or folder in which to keep copies of your observations and interview notes, draft work, and final assignments.

· Create a calendar for the semester that includes due dates for each of the components of this task and then set up “mini due dates” that lead up to each assignment, e.g., conduct interviews far enough before deadlines to give yourself time to review notes and draw conclusions.

	Sub-task A
Select two newspapers written for different audiences (one smaller publication and one larger, national publication). Include the hard copy and Internet versions of each publication in your comparison.

Show the similarities and differences of each in a Venn diagram. In your analysis, consider content, layout, communicated values, size, and target or focus audience(s) of each.

In a brief interview with a copy editor at your placement, discuss the reasons for the differences between the two publications and how these reasons impact their role. Submit your Venn diagram and interview notes to your teacher.
	
	

	Sub-task B
Select a general news article from the newspaper and re-write it to appeal to teens.

Make point-form notes on the changes you made to meet the needs of your intended audience.

In a conference with your supervisor, discuss your revised article and record any feedback you receive.
Make further revisions based on this feedback and submit the original article, your revision notes, and your final revised article to your teacher.
	
	

	Sub-task C
Use your observations and research from the previous tasks to write a one- to two-page report on the methods that newspapers use to attract readers.  Include specific examples from your research and suggestions from the copy editor to support your conclusions. Submit this report to your teacher.
Develop a series of at least five to seven (maximum of ten) interview questions that you could use to interview teens on their reading preferences. For example: What, when, and why do they read? Do they prefer hard copy or Internet news sites? Why?
	
	· Create a chart or graphic organizer that is organized around the questions you plan to ask during interviews and that will help you to keep careful notes.  If possible, tape-record your interviews so that you can review the conversations and add to your notes afterwards.
· Build in time for revising and editing written assignments.

	Sub-task D
Conduct interviews with at least five different teens regarding their reading habits.
Submit your questions and interview notes to your teacher for discussion during a student-teacher conference.
Use the information gathered to form the basis of your written recommendations in the Culminating Task.
	
	

	Sub-task E
Gather the public service announcements submitted for a given week at your placement and create a community events calendar for publication in the newspaper.
Analyse the calendar and draw some conclusions about the type of reader(s) most likely to read this particular section of the newspaper.
Submit a copy of the calendar and a one-paragraph summary of its target audience.
	
	

	Culminating Task: Drawing Some Conclusions

Create a two-page sample spread with examples that demonstrate some of the layout and/or topic ideas that your newspaper could use to attract youth readers. The spread must include:
–  a youth-focused newspaper article
–  community event information
–  website layout suggestions
–  a sample weekly column or feature.

Present your sample spread and summarize recommendations from your research in Sub-task C on how the newspaper can attract more teen readers in an oral presentation to your teacher and supervisor. This presentation should involve at least one form of technology, e.g., electronic presentation, video, audio, Internet.
	
	· If you need school computer access, make arrangements with your teacher. 

· Remember that:

- analysing messages and values in media is an objective process and is separate from giving an opinion

- oral presentations require practice time!
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