
	Rich Task: 
	Through the Looking Glass

	Course:
	Parenting, Grade 11, Open, HPC3O

	Evaluation:
	Part of 70%
	Part of 30%
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	Context:
	If a picture is worth a thousand words, then an opportunity to participate in an observation experience is worth even more. By watching adults interact with children in a Junior/Senior Kindergarten classroom, or in a daycare setting, you will have the opportunity to see the positive and healthy nurturing of children in their early years.

This placement provides the opportunity to identify the skills and knowledge that parents use to create settings, choose activities, and guide behaviour that will enhance young children’s growth and development.

You will use the knowledge and skills acquired in your Parenting course (HPC3O) and your Cooperative Education classroom component to further investigate child development and to see how effective parenting contributes to healthy and well-adjusted children. 


	Related Course Expectations
	
	

	Strand: Self and Others

SOV.02 • explain patterns in the social, emotional, intellectual, moral, and physical development of children;

SO2.01 - identify, through practical experiences in a classroom or community setting, the changes in social, emotional, intellectual, and physical development that take place in young children;

SO2.03 - analyse behaviours, conditions, and environments that influence positive or negative growth and development of the foetus, infant, and young child (e.g., breast-feeding, bonding, infant stimulation; violence, addictions, neglect);

SOV.03 • evaluate their own practical experiences involving children;

SO3.01 - identify and describe the capabilities and behaviours of young children of different ages in a variety of settings (e.g., play school, day care, nursery school, family, babysitting);

SO3.02 - explain the differences in capabilities and behaviours observed in children in classroom and community settings;

SO3.03 - demonstrates an understanding of what is involved in planning, organizing, and carrying out age-appropriate activities for preschoolers in classroom or community settings.
Strand: Personal and Social Responsibilities

PRV.02 • demonstrate an understanding of the responsibility parents have for ensuring quality communication in their family;

PR2.02 - demonstrates an understanding of age-appropriate communication practices;
	
	PR2.03 - identify elements of and skills involved in communication;
PR2.04 - demonstrate an understanding of positive verbal and non-verbal interactions with children in real-life settings;

PRV.03 • describe the nature of and the responsibilities involved in parenting;

PR3.02 - demonstrate an understanding of factors that influence the parenting process;

PR3.03 - identify and describe the responsibilities parents have for children of different ages.
Strand: Diversity and Universal Concerns

UCV.02 • identify and evaluate various child-rearing practices and beliefs, and parenting techniques;

UC2.01 - compare the impact of different styles of parenting on young children, based on observations made in real-life settings;

UC2.02 - describe the advantages and disadvantages of parenting techniques advocated by current authorities on parenting;

UC2.03 - demonstrate in practical settings, the appropriate use of a variety of techniques for parenting and disciplining young children.

	Strand: Research and Inquiry Skills

ISV.01 • use appropriate social science research methods in the investigation of a wide variety of issues that concern parents of young children;

IS1.01 - demonstrate an understanding of social science research methods;

IS1.03 - identify effective methods for collecting information from a variety of sources;

ISV.02 • use appropriate methods for organizing and analysing data collected;

IS2.01 - pose appropriate research questions to frame their inquiries; 
IS2.02 - summarize the main points of information gathered from various reliable sources;
	
	IS2.03 - effectively use headings and subheadings to organize information, following guidelines established for social science research;

ISV.03 • compile and present the results of their research effectively;

IS3.01 - demonstrate an understanding of the techniques used for recording information and key ideas from research;

IS3.03 - prepare reports on interactions with and observations of infants, toddlers, and pre-schoolers;

IS3.04 - effectively communicate the results of their inquiries, using a variety of methods and forms.

	Cooperative Education Expectations
	
	

	Health and Safety

H1 - an understanding of the health and safety rules
	
	Rights and Responsibilities

R3 - issues related to confidentiality and the right to privacy, as outlined in the Freedom of Information and Protection or Privacy Act


Evaluation Strategies and Scoring Tools
	
	Evaluation Strategies
	Scoring Tools
	Expectations
	Achievement Chart

	70%
	Sub-task A: Presentation – Observation of Environment
	Rubric
	SOV.03, SO3.01, SO3.02, 
H1
	K/U, T, C, A

	
	Sub-task B: Assignment – Organizer

(Observation of Activities)
	Rubric
	SOV.03, SO3.02, SO3.03, ISV.01, IS1.01, IS1.03, ISV.02, IS2.02, IS2.03, 
R3
	K/U, T, C, A

	
	Sub-task C: Report – Child Behaviour
	Rubric
	SOV.02, SO2.01, SO2.03, ISV.01, IS1.01, ISV.02, IS2.01, IS2.02, IS2.03, ISV.03, IS3.01, IS3.03, IS3.04, PRV.02, PR2.03, PR2.02, UCV.02, UC2.01, UC2.02, UC2.03, 
R3
	K/U, T, C, A

	30%
	Culminating Task A: Brochure and Presentation
	Rubric
	UCV.02, UC2.02, PRV.02, PR2.04, PRV.03, PR3.02, PR3.03, ISV.01, IS1.01, ISV.02, IS2.01, IS2.02, IS2.03
	K/U, T, C, A

	
	Culminating Task B: Activity and Presentation
	Rubric
	ISV.01, IS1.01, ISV.03, IS3.03, IS3.04, SOV.03, SO3.03, 
R3
	K/U, T, C, A


	Teacher Notes

	Note: 
For this two-credit course, all of the subtasks build to the student being able to complete Culminating Task A and Culminating Task B. These sub-tasks are considered when determining 70% of the final grade.

Set specific timelines for the completion of the discrete parts of this Rich Task.
· In the first 2 weeks, students should accomplish Sub-task A. 

· In the next 5 weeks, students should complete Sub-task B. 

· In the following 5 weeks, students should complete Sub-task C.

· Culminating task takes 4-5 weeks to complete.

Review the task with the Family Studies teacher to see if there are any details that will help the student complete the task.


	Task 
	
	Student Notes

	In the Junior/Senior Kindergarten classroom, you will have the opportunity to observe children interacting with adults, interacting with their environment, and interacting with each other over a period of time.
	
	In completing the tasks, tap into the expertise of your Parenting and/or Co-op teacher.

	Sub-task A: Observation of Environment

Analyse the classroom environment to identify those features that influence positive growth and development.

Make a diagram of the layout of the classroom, identifying the various areas.

Describe the key features of the classroom, e.g., areas of activity, colours used in the classroom, visual displays, organizational structures. 

Explain how this physical setting positively impacts the growth and development of young children.

Use an appropriate, professional, and inviting format to present this information to your Co-op teacher and your classroom supervisor.
	
	Colour-code your diagram of the layout of the classroom to help identify the areas.

Use the knowledge you gained in your related course and the expertise of your supervisor when determining the positive impacts that the setting has on child development and behavior.

	Sub-task B: Observation of Activities

Over a 5-week period, observe children interacting during a variety of activities.

In your observation sample, include children that represent a range of ages and stages of development, and both genders.

The size of the sample should be large enough to draw conclusions. 

Make notes on your observations.

Based on your observations and your notes, draw conclusions about age-appropriate activities for pre-schoolers. Which activities engage children? Are their preferences for activities based on age, gender, stage of development?

In your analysis include examples of what the child was doing to support the recorded findings.

Choose an organizational format, e.g., chart, graphic organizer, to present your findings, and submit it to your Co-op teacher.
	
	Hints for observing children:
· Choose a time for observing the children when you are not taking part in the activity so you can view the details of the action.

· Watch children in typical settings and activities.

· When you observe, focus on only one child at a time.

Use a clipboard to hold your paper and record what you see as soon as possible, including all details.
Record your observations on sticky notes and use a notebook to record your comments.

	Sub-task C: Observation of Adult/Children Interactions
Over a 5-week period, observe adults employing techniques to positively influence child behaviour.
In your observation sample, include children representing a range of ages, stages of development, and both genders.
Identify and describe different strategies and techniques used to positively influence child behaviour. 
Record your observations. Include anecdotal notes and statistics based on how frequently the technique is used. 

Evaluate the effectiveness of the technique based on the students’ achievement of the desired behaviour. 

Prepare a report that includes:

· a chart with the following headings: number of children observed, age, gender, stage of development, technique used, whether or not the desired outcome was achieved.

· your conclusions about child-rearing practices that lead to positive behaviour. Reference current authorities on behaviour.

Submit your report to your Co-op teacher.
	
	Ask for advice of your supervisor when identifying children’s stage of development.
The size of the sample should be large enough to draw conclusions. 
Some examples of strategies and techniques: setting limits, establishing routines, offering choices, encouraging independence, helping children understand the logical consequences of behaviours, fostering mutual respect.

	Culminating Task A: Brochure/Pamphlet and Presentation: Tips for Parents

Drawing on your experiences at the placement and the parenting techniques advocated by current authorities studied in your Parenting course, develop a handy reference brochure for parents to address the following questions:
· What makes a stimulating environment?
· What are some activities that I can do with my children that would develop literacy and numeracy skills? large-motor and fine-motor skills?
· What are some strategies and techniques I can use to positively influence my child’s behaviour?

Present the finished brochure to your Co-op teacher and/or placement supervisor and explain your choices.
	
	For your brochure/pamphlet, consider the following:

· catchy title

· pictures or drawings

· visual appeal

· readability

· attractive format

	Culminating Task B: Creating an Activity for Young Children

Create an activity for parents to use that would be fun for children, as well as educational.
Consider using as a model an activity that can be found in a Junior/Senior Kindergarten classroom when developing your ideas.
Try the activity out with the appropriate number of children. Record your observations.
Choose an appropriate format to present the following to your Co-op teacher and placement supervisor:
· a description of the activity that includes time allotment, location, number of children involved, resources required
· the educational benefits of the activity
· a reflection on the success of the activity and how it might be improved
	
	Make the necessary arrangements to gather together the children who will try out your activity.

Ask the children what they liked about the activity and how it could be better.
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